1 10 K BURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

BENJAMIN  KEMP,  Medical  Officer. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1898. 

PRESENTED  A P R I L,IO  \ 8 9 9 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  for  the  25th  time,  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1898,  along 
with  Tables  A,  B,  and  0,  showing  the  Mortality  and  Sickness.  The  Mortality  returns  are  higher  this 
year  than  for  the  last  five,  with  the  exception  of  1895,  when  the  Death  Rate  was  22T3  \ there  has 
also  been  more  general  sickness  this  year  than  for  several  years  past,  especially  amongst  Zymotic 
Diseases.  I have  also  presented  you  with  a quarterly  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
your  District. 

BIRTHS. — The  total  number  registered  during  the  year  was  195,  being  rather  higher  than 
last  year,  when  there  were  177,  against  164  in  1896,  206  in  1895,  and  176  in  the  years  1893-4.  Of 
these  births  94  were  boys  and  101  girls. 


Iu  the  1st  Quarter  there  were 

21  males 

..31  females 

„ 2nd 

23  „ 

• • 25  „ 

>>  3rd  «,  ,, 

... 

35  „ 

..  28  „ 

„ 4th  „ 

Totals  

15  „ 

94 

..  17  „ 

101 

BIRTH-RATE. — From  the  above  figures  we  get  a Birth-rate  of  3102  per  1,000  persons 
living,  against  28‘4  last  year,  in  1896  it  was  26-75,  in  1895  34'02,  and  in  1894  29-07. 

\ 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  Births,  4 were  illegitimate,  3 being  males,  and  1 female. 

DEATH-RATE. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  from  all  causes  has  been 
132,  against  85  in  1897,  88  in  1896,  134  in  i 895,  101  in  1894,  aud  100  in  1893.  Of  these  Deaths 
71  were  Males,  and  61  Females. 


There  was  only  one  Death  uncertified. 


In  the  1st  Quarter  there  were 
„ 2nd  ,,  ,, 

i)  3rd  ,,  ,, 

» 4th  „ „ 


...  ... 

13  males  . 

..  11  females 

... 

17  „ .. 

. 17  „ 

...  ... 

22  .,  .. 

. 17  „ 



1.9  „ .. 

. 16  „ 

Totals  .... 

71 

61 

POPULATION. — I estimate  it  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  6,285,  shewing  an  increase  of 
only  63  for  the  year,  by  Births  plus  deaths  only,  against  92  in  1897,  76  in  1896,  72  in  1895,  75  in 
1894,  76  in  1892-3. 


The  Death-rate  for  this  year  (1898)  is  21  per  1,000  persons  living. 


This  estimate  does  not  take  into  account  the  deaths  of  6 persons  belonging  to  the  District, 
who  died  outside  of  it,  and  of  1 Death  in  the  District  not  belonging  to  it.  The  following  Table  shows 
the  Death-rate  for  the  5 previous  years  : — 


1897  ... 

... 

...  13-6 

1896  ... 

... 

...  . 

...  1435 

1895  ... 

...  , 

...  22-13 

1894  ... 

... 

...  16-8 

1893  ... 

... 

...  16-9 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  much  higher  thau  it  has  been  for  many 
years,  the  number  of  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  being  no  less  than  62,  45  of  these  being  under 
twelve  months  old  and  17  under  5 years  of  age.  The  proportion  of  these  deaths  has  been  at  the  rate 
of  9 '8  per  1,000  persons  living  and  46-9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  deaths.  The  proportion  of  deaths  in 
Infants  under  12  months  old  has  been  at  the  rate  of  230'7  per  1,000  births  registered.  The  following 
Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  5 years  of  age  for  the  10  previous 


years  : — 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

1890 

1889 

1888 


32 

36 

59 

36 

34 

25 

28 

27 

28 
41 


The  next  Table  shews  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Month,  at  different  Ages  : — /ft 

x //^  * 


Deaths  in 
1898. 

Under  1 
Year. 

Above  1 
Under  5 

Above  5 
Under  15 

Above  15 
Under  25 

Above  25 
Under  65 

< * 

Above  Above 

65  70 

V v | 

Above 

80 

January 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

4 

2 

1 

February 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

March  ... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

April  ... 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1 

2 

May 

3 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

2 

i | 

J une 

1 

l 

0 

0 

6 

4 

2 

i 

July  

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

August... 

6 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

September 

15 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

October 

5 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

November 

3 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

December 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

45 

17 

5 

5 

37 

23 

11 

5 

J-0ZS-&2. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  Causes  of  these  Deaths  and  compares  them  with  the  five 
previous  years  : — 


• 

Deaths  in 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

I’KOM 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

0 

3 

o 

0 

0 

5 

Scarlatina 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

l 

Diptheria 

0 

0 

2 

i 

1 

0 

Membraneous  Croup 

0 

G 

•2 

1 

0 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

4 

i 

3 

1 

5 

Typhus  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

4 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

5 

0 

12 

0 

2 

8 

Cholera  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Pyoemia  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Phthisis  ... 

7 

9 

9 

5 

9 

9 

Ague 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bronchitis,  Pleurisv,  and 

Pneumonia 

24 

23 

29 

17 

12 

21 

Influenza  .. 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  Disease  ... 

9 

14 

10 

11 

6 

7 

| Injuries  ... 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

12 

Diseases  not  named 

49 

41 

58 

41 

49 

61 

Total 

100 

101 

134 

88 

85 

132 

NOTIFICATION  Of1  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— During  the  year  uo  less  than  121  cases 
have  been  notified  to  me,  as  compared  with  61  last  year,  76  in  1896,  and  100  in  1895,  and  are  classed 
under  the  following  heads  : — 


Scarlatina 

...  99 

Typhoid  Fever.. 

6 

Erysipelas 

...  13 

Membraneous  Croup  . 

...  3 

Total 

...  121 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — The  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease,  exclusive 
of  Diarrhoea,  have  been  14,  being  much  higher  than  last  year  when  there  were  only  4 ; and  include 

1 from  Scarlatina, 

2 from  Membraneous  Croup, 

1 from  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever, 

5 from  Measles, 

5 from  Whooping  Cough, 


which  gives  us  a death-rate  from  these  diseases  ot  10'6  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths,  and  2 2 per  1,000 
persons  living.  Last  year,  it  was  4 ’53  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths,  and  '64  per  1,000  persons  living, 
while  in  1896  it  was  1 2 ‘5  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths  and  D7  per  1,000  persons  living. 


SCARLATINA. — From  this  disease  no  less  than  99  cases  have  been  notified,  against  34  in 
1897,  44  in  1896,  80  in  1895,  16  in  1894,  and  47  in  1893.  But  allhough  there  has  been  so  many 
cases  during  the  year,  it  is  remarkable  there  has  only  been  1 death,  which  clearly  shews  that  the 
disease  though  widely  spread,  was  of  a mild  character.  Cases  occurred  less  or  more  in  each  mouth  of 
the  year,  as  shewn  by  the  following  table  : — 


J anuary 
February 
March  ... 
April  ... 
May 
J une 
July  ... 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


4 

12 

12 

9 

14 

19 

3 
6 

4 

10 

1 

5 


99 


This  disease  has  been  rather  prevalent  during  the  last  four  years  including  the  present  one,  it  was 
left  as  a legacy  to  us  at  the  end  of  1897.  This  year  had  a good  start  with  28  for  the  first  quarter. 
It  seemed  to  creep  about  from  place  to  place  not  being  confined  to  any  particular  locality.  At  last  I 
advised  the  closing  of  3 schools  which  was  done  in  August  and  September  for  about  six  weeks.  About 
this  time  it  abated  a good  deal  but  did  not  at  any  time  entirely  disappear  though  from  the  above 
table  you  will  see  that  there  was  only  one  case  in  November  and  five  in  December.  The  prevalence 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  about  the  same  time  as  Scarlatina  also  made  me  deem  it  advisable 
to  close  these  schools,  two  of  which  were  disinfected  and  lime-washed  before  the  children  returned  to 
School. 

DIPTHERIA. — Fortunately  we  have  had  no  cases  of  this  disease,  but  have  had  3 from 
Membraneous  Croup,  which  is  very  similar  to  Diptheria,  2 deaths  resulting  from  it.  This  disease 
requires  the  same  precautions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection  as  Diptheria. 

ERYSIPELAS. — From  this  disease  13  cases  have  been  notified,  being  exactly  the  same  as 
last  year  and  18  in  1896.  I believe  nearly  all  these  were  simple  cases  and  call  for  no  special  remarks. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — There  has  been  6 cases  of  this  disease  notified,  against  7 last  year 
and  6 in  1896  with  1 death.  The  houses  and  premises  in  which  all  these  cases  occurred  were  care- 
fully inspected  and  were  found  free  from  any  Sanitary  defects,  nor  was  there  any  suspicion  with 
respect  to  the  milk  or  water  supply. 

MEASLES.— -An  outbreak  of  this  disease  commenced  in  July  and  became  quite  epidemic  in 
August  and  September  with  3 deaths,  1 in  August,  and  2 in  September.  By  the  end  of  the  latter 
month  it  had  much  abated.  A few  cases  occurred  in  October  with  1 death  and  a few  cases  in 
December,  when  it  was  finally  extinguished.  This  disease  not  being  a notifiable  one,  I can  only  form 
a general  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  cases,  which  I know  to  have  been  great. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 1 first  heard  of  a few  cases  of  this  disease  in  July  ; in  August  and 
September  there  were  a great  many  cases  with  2 deaths,  in  October  and  November  there  were  a 
few  cases  with  1 death  in  October.  This  disease  also  does  not  come  under  the  Notification  Act,  tiro’ 
I think  it  would  be  a good  thing  if  it  were  among  those  adopted,  therefore,  lean  form  no  exact 
opinion  of  the  number  of  cases. 


DlARRHCEA. — There  were  a few  cases  of  this  disease  in  August,  while  in  September  it 
became  very  prevalent,  a great  many  cases  coming  to  my  knowledge.  I did  not  include  the  deaths 
from  this  disease,  which  were  8,  under  the  Deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases,  for  all  were  in  young 
children  and  no  doubt  many  were  associated  with  dentition  or  errors  in  diet. 

I may  here  say  that  in  all  cases  of  Infectious  disease,  the  houses  have  been  inspected, 
either  by  myself  or  your  Inspector,  or  both,  and  special  visits  made  when  necessary.  Disinfectants 
have  been  freely  supplied  gratuitously  by  your  Council,  and  most  of  the  houses  disinfected  by  your 
own  staff  of  men.  1 have  also  sent  printed  notices  to  every  house,  warning  them  against  sending 
their  children  to  Day  or  Sunday  Schools  for  such  a time  as  I thought  would  be  safe  to  uo  so.  The 
whole  district  has  been  inspected  periodically  and  sometimes  along  with  your  Inspector. 

EXCREMENT  AND  SCAVENGING  is  still  carried  on  as  in  former  years,  but,  I believe, 
has  been  better  and  more  systematically  done  than  in  any  former  year  ; the  privy  midden  with 
covered  ashpits  being  mostly  used  here,  and  these  are  emptied  periodically  t.y  your  own  staff  of  men. 
The  cost  of  this  work  to  your  Council  has  been  about  £300.  In  this  Department  there  has  been 
1293  ashpits  emptied,  and  2703  loads  of  night  soil  removed ; also  40  sumps  emptied,  and  290  loads 
of  sewage  removed. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  M1LKSHOPS,  AND  BAKERIES. — There  are  36  of  the  three 
former  and  2 of  the  latter  in  your  district,  all  of  which  were  found  in  a very  passable  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — There  are  12  of  these,  all  being  kept  in  a very  fair  state. 

CANAL  BOATS. — 61  have  been  inspected  and  were  all  found  in  a passable  condition. 
These  were  inspected  whilst  passing  through  your  district,  as  none  stop  here,  and  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  concerning  them. 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  have  been  taken  at  intervals,  and  the  same  were  found  of  good 

quality. 


NUISANCKS. — 20  notices  have  been  served  during  the  year,  13  for  defective  drainage,  all 
of  which  have  been  abated,  and  7 for  defective  ashpits  and  privies,  of  which  6 remained  unabated  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

WORK  DONE,  NEW  BUILDINGS,  &c. — During  the  year  the  following  plans  were 
submitted  and  approved  by  your  Council,  viz.  : — 24  new  houses,  16  alterations  and  additions  to 
houses,  new  offices,  2 wooden  erections,  8 privies  and  ashpits,  besides  other  minor  alterations  to 
property.  Various  house  drainage  connections  have  been  made  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  New 
causeways  have  been  made  in  the  district,  and  other  such  works  are  contemplated  this  year,  as  well  as 
sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Mr.  Spencer,  your  Inspector,  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  a good  deal  of  the  latter  infor- 
mation, and  I here  beg  to  thank  him  for  it. 

Before  closing  this  Report,  I beg  once  more  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  need  of 
Hospital  accommodation,  as  it  would  give  you  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  first  cases  of 
Infectious  disease,  and  so  give  you  a chance  of  preventing  the  spread  of  such  diseases.  I am  quite 
well  aware  the  West  Riding  County  Council  have  had  the  subject  under  their  consideration  for  some 
time,  both  for  your  district  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  there  are  some  difficulties  in  the 
way  which  I hope  may  be  overcome  in  the  near  future. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Respectfully, 


B.  KEMP. 


Printed  at  the  “ Herald ” Office,  Westgate,  Wakcfiield. 
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